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Turkey raises Uyghur issue
with China as hundreds protest

AL JAZEERA AND NEWS AGENCIES,
March 25, 2021

Ethnic Uyghurs and activists attend a protest against the visit of China’s Stat\
Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi to the Turkish capital, Ankara
[Cagla Gurdogan/Reuters]

Turkey has raised the issue of Uyghur Muslims during
talks with China’s foreign minister in Ankara, Turkish
Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu said, as hundreds
of Uyghurs protested against the treatment of their
ethnic kin in China.
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Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi met Cavu-
soglu and later President Tayyip Erdogan on
Thursday, as about 1,000 protesters gathe-
red in Istanbul, chanting “Dictator China” and
“Stop Uighur genocide, close the camps”.
Some waved blue-and-white flags of the in-
dependence movement of East Turkistan, the
name by which the movement refers to Xinji-
ang.

“We are here to ask about our families. Why
can’t we get in touch with our families? Are
they dead or alive? Where are they? Are they
at camps or outside?” said Imam Hasan Oz-
turk, a Uyghur protester.

Beijing approved an extradition treaty betwe-
en the two nations in December and with the
deal awaiting ratification by the Turkish par-
liament, activists among some 40,000 Uyg-
hurs living in Turkey have stepped up efforts
to highlight their plight, holding regular pro-
tests in the capital Ankara and the largest city
Istanbul.

Cavusoglu has denied that the extraditi-
on agreement between the two countries
would lead to Uyghurs being sent back to
China, describing it as a routine accord simi-
lar to the ones Turkey has with other count-
ries. He said after meeting Wang he had
conveyed “our sensitivity and thoughts on
Uyghur Turks”, adding that Ankara and Bei-
jing would enhance cooperation against the
COVID-19 pandemic and on vaccines.

Uyghurs’ worries have been fuelled by Anka-
ra’s dependence on China for COVID-19 vac-
cines, having received 15 million doses from
Sinovac Biotech and ordered tens of millions
more. This week, Turkey received 1.4 million
doses of the vaccine developed by Germany’s
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BioNTech, the first significant batch of non-C-
hinese vaccines.

Accusations of ‘genocide’

UN experts estimate at least a million Uyg-
hurs and other Muslims are held in detention
centres in East Turkistan (Xinjiang).

China has previously rejected allegations of
any rights abuses in East Turkistan, including
that authorities forcibly sterilise women and
impose forced labour, saying the camps have
been “extremely effective” in reducing “religi-
ous extremism” in the region.

The United States government and the Ca-
nadian and Dutch parliaments have labelled
Beijing’s actions against the Uyghurs “geno-
cide”, and Washington has imposed sancti-
ons on several Chinese officials over East Tur-
kistan.

China has rejected the genocide charge and
warned Western countries not to interfere in
its internal affairs.

Chinese TV stars Wang Yibo and Tan Son-
gyun on Thursday said they would end all
promotional partnerships with Nike after a
company statement was circulated widely
on social media noting it was “very concer-
ned” by the allegations of forced labour.
Their move followed a blizzard of outrage
on China’s tightly controlled social media ai-
med at Nike over the statement published
last year.

A Chinese embassy spokesperson said last
month that Uighurs who have been holding
regular protests near China’s diplomatic pre-
mises in Turkey in recent months were trying
to deceive Turkish people and damage rela-
tions.
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Uyghur message
to the Chinese minister

News Center March 26, 2021

President Erdogan received Chinese Foreign Minister Vang Yi
at the Complex. Foreign Minister Mevliit Cavusoglu was also
present at the 1 hour and 10 minute meeting. In his Twitter
message, Cavusoglu said, “We discussed the potential for eco-
nomic cooperation. We will advance cooperation in combating
the epidemic and vaccination. We conveyed our sensitivity and
thoughts about Uyghur Turks ”.

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan recei-
ved the Foreign Minister Vang Yi of the
People’s Republic of China. The me-
eting, which was closed to the press
at the Presidential Complex, lasted 1
hour and 10 minutes. Foreign Minister
Mevliit Cavusoglu was also present at
the meeting. Before Erdogan, Vang Yi
and Foreign Minister Mevliit Cavusog-
lu also met. Cavusoglu, President of
China Xi Jinping’s visit to Turkey will
be pleased that, on this occasion said
that they want to take the relationship
to the level of comprehensive strategic
partnership.Cavusoglu said in his Twit-
ter account regarding the meeting,
“We discussed the potential of econo-
mic cooperation with Chinese Foreign
Minister Vang Yi on the 50th anniver-
sary of our diplomatic relations. We

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan received the Foreign Minister

Vang Yi of the People’s Republic of China.

will advance cooperation in combating the epide-
mic and vaccination. We conveyed our sensitivity
and thoughts about Uyghur Turks ”.
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U.S. Condemns

Chinese Boycotts
of Companies Shunning
East Turkistan (Xinjiang) Cotton

By Alex Leary and William Mauldin
March 26, 2021

Storefronts of H&M, Adidas and Nike, all subject to boycott campaigns in China
over policies to avoiding using cotton from East Turkistan over forced labor concer-
ns, in Beijing, March 25, 2021.

Biden administration voices support for firms se-
eking to ensure products aren’t made with forced
labor, as Beijing denies abuse allegations
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WASHINGTON—The Biden administration on
Friday denounced Chinese boycotts against
international businesses that have shunned
cotton produced in East Turkistan (Xinjiang)
region over forced labor concerns.

The action came after Hennes & Mauritz AB’s
H&M was wiped off China’s leading e-com-
merce, ride-hailing, daily-deals and map app-
lications amid anger by Chinese consumers
over the Swedish clothing brand’s decision to
stop sourcing from East Turkistan.

A State Department spokeswoman said the
boycotts had been instigated by China’s Com-
munist government.
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“The United States condemns the ... sta-
te-led social-media campaign and corporate
and consumer boycott against companies,
including American, European and Japanese
businesses” for their decisions to avoid cot-
ton from East Turkistan, State Department
spokeswoman Jalina Porter said.

The Commerce Department said the U.S. “has
taken strong actions to stop China from pro-
fiting off of its human-rights abuses in East
Turkistan and to stop imports of products
made with forced labor in China.”

China Targets Exiled Uyghurs in
Internet Hacking,

Phishing Attacks

RFA, 2021-03-25

The logos of US social network Facebook and the mobile messaging
service WhatsApp are shown in a file photo.

China has been targeting Uyg-
hurs living in exile in attacks on
their online communications,
sources say, with Facebook an-
nouncing in a statement this
week it is taking action to coun-
ter the threat.

One Chinese hacker group, cal-
led Evil Eye, is working hard to
lure Facebook users, offering
links to subjects or “news items”
of special interest to its targets,
IT expert Steven Adair told RFA’s
Uyghur Service in an interview.
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These links, which lead to what often appe-
ar to be real web sites, allow the hackers to
install malware on the targets’ devices, and
especially on mobile phones, Adair said.
Messages from unfamiliar contacts may sug-
gest “go look at this news link, or take a look
at this video,” Adair said. “And if you click on
that link, there’s a chance that your phone
will be compromised.”

“And once they get the malware on [the pho-
nej, that gives the attacker a way to start ste-
aling stuff,” Adair said. “So they could start
monitoring your Facebook or your Facebook
Messenger, or your WhatsApp, or your WeC-
hat or your Telegram—the different applica-
tions on your phone.”

Hackers can then identify who users are,
“Where they are, passwords, things that they
wrote, things that they said.”

Journalists and their sources are especially
at risk as targets, Adair said. But anyone tr-
ying to protect their communications should
be careful and not follow links that on close
examination may include elements that just
don’t look right.

“It’s good to be suspicious,” Adair said.

Facebook in a statement this week announ-
ced it was now taking action to shut down
the hacking groups “to disrupt their ability
to use their infrastructure to abuse our plat-
form, distribute malware and hack people’s
accounts across the internet.”

“[These groups] targeted activists, journa-
lists and dissidents predominantly among
Uyghurs from East Turkistan in China prima-
rily living abroad in Turkey, Kazakhstan, the
United States, Syria, Australia, Canada and
other countries,” Facebook said.

On Facebook, China’s online espionage cam-
paign primarily sent links to “malicious websi-
tes rather than direct sharing of the malware
itself,” said the statement by Mike Dvilyanski,
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head of Facebook’s Cyber Espionage Investi-
gations, and Nathaniel Gleicher, Head of Se-
curity Policy.

“We saw this activity slow down at various ti-
mes, likely in response to our and other com-
panies’ actions to disrupt their activity.”

‘More careful now’

Speaking to RFA, Mustafa Aksu—program
coordinator for research and advocacy at the
Washington D.C.-based Uyghur Human Ri-
ghts Project—said he had learned about the
Chinese hacking from a Facebook warning.

“Not only my colleagues, but also friends
from the U.S., Canada, Europe, Turkey, and
Australia told me that they had received the
same warnings. This is not the first hacking
attempt, nor will it be the last. Such attacks
have happened many times in the past,”
Aksu said.

Aksu said his own Facebook and email ac-
counts had been targeted before, and that
he had even received emails purporting to
be from Uyghur activists or journalists.

“But now we’re more careful and experien-
ced,” he said.

Tracked and arrested

Phishing and other hacking attacks are more
than mere nuisances for Uyghurs living abro-
ad, whose contacts in East Turkistan can be
tracked and arrested. Journalists and rights
activists are at particular risk.

Early this month RFA’s Uyghur Service editor
Eset Sulaiman confirmed that two brothers
and at least five of his cousins were detained
by authorities in East Turkistan, in what is
seen as an intimidation campaign aimed at
preventing him from reporting on rights abu-
ses.

RFA learned after interviewing several local
officials that the brothers and the cousins
went missing after authorities in East Turkis-
tan launched a campaign of mass extralegal
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incarceration that has seen up to 1.8 million
Uyghurs and other Muslim minorities detai-
ned in a vast network of internment camps
since early 2017.

Sulaiman’s detained relatives joined more
than 50 relatives of RFA’s Uyghur Service staff
who have been confirmed held in some form
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of Chinese state detention, alongside the mil-
lions either in the camps or sentenced to pri-
son for “crimes” often for activities deemed
“religious extremist” by authorities.

Reported by Nuriman Abdurashid and trans-
lated by Alim Seytoff for RFA’s Uyghur Servi-
ce. Written in English by Richard Finney.

THE DELEGATE OF GENOCIDE COMMITTERS =
HAS COME TO TURKEY... '
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