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Former East Turkistan Internment
Camp Detainee Honored With 
‘Hero of the Year’ Award

By RFA, 2021-04-14

Gulbahar Jelilova was recognized for her work 
drawing attention to mass incarceration in the region.

Gulbahar Jelilova in 
an undated photo.
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U.S.-based Justice for All has honored Uyghur 
former internment camp detainee Gulbahar 
Jelilova as one of four “Heroes of the Year” 
for her work drawing international attention 
to policies of mass incarceration in East Tur-
kistan.
In a statement posted to its website on April 
3, the Muslim advocacy group lauded Jelilo-
va, a Kazakh national and businesswoman, as 
“Uyghur Advocate of the Year 2021” for deta-
iling to the media the abuses she and others 
experienced in East Turkistan’s vast network 
of internment camps.
Authorities in the region are believed to have 
held up to 1.8 million Uyghurs and other 
Muslim minorities in the camp system since 
early 2017. While Beijing initially denied the 
existence of the camps, China in 2019 chan-
ged tack and began describing the facilities 
as “boarding schools” that provide vocatio-
nal training for Uyghurs, discourage radica-
lization, and help protect the country from 
terrorism.
But reporting by RFA’s Uyghur Service and ot-
her media outlets indicate that those in the 
camps are detained against their will and 
subjected to political indoctrination, routi-
nely face rough treatment at the hands of 
their overseers and endure poor diets and un-
hygienic conditions in the often-overcrowded 
facilities.
In a recent interview with RFA, Jelilova expres-
sed her appreciation to Justice for All for ho-
noring her with the third award she has recei-
ved for her work and denounced Beijing’s rule 
in East Turkistan, where the U.S. government 
and the parliaments of other Western nati-
ons say China’s repressive policies amount to 
genocide against the Uyghur people.
“My crime, my only crime, is that I am Uyg-
hur, I am a Muslim,” Jelilova said.
“They said I was a terrorist, that I aided ter-
rorists, and they gave me the death penalty, 
and locked me up underground and in dark 

cells. I stayed there for one year, three mont-
hs, and 10 days before getting out,” she said.
“With Allah’s strength, with Allah’s mercy, 
on behalf of my cellmates in the camps, I 
have been telling my story to the entire wor-
ld.”

Revealing life inside the camps
Jelilova was detained on accusations of “ai-
ding terrorism” while on a business trip to 
East Turkistan capital Urumqi and put into th-
ree different camps over a period of 15 mont-
hs beginning in May 2017. She finally retur-
ned to Kazakhstan in September 2018, as a 
direct result of tireless advocacy by her two 
children in Kazakhstan, who sought diploma-
tic assistance from the Kazakh government.
Jelilova’s testimony has since revealed the 
nature of atrocities inside the camps, inclu-
ding torture and the deaths of innocent peop-
le. She told RFA in 2019 that Muslim detaine-
es were regularly served pork in the camps, 
although guards never told them it was in 
the food, and that in several cases, detaine-
es who separated the pork out of their meals 
were placed in solitary confinement as punis-
hment.
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pation and Women’s Activism in Kashmir.”

Condemning Uyghur genocide
Amid rising international attention to the pli-
ght of the Uyghurs by U.S. lawmakers, House 
Foreign Affairs Committee Lead Republican 
Michael McCaul and Chairman Gregory W. 
Meeks introduced a resolution Wednesday 
condemning “the genocide being committed 
by the People’s Republic of China (PRC), under 
the direction and control of the Chinese Com-
munist Party, against the Uyghurs and other 
ethnic and religious minority groups.”
The resolution calls on U.S. President Biden 
to refer the abuses to the United Nations for 
investigation under the Convention on the 
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide, seek multilateral sanctions aga-
inst the PRC at the U.N. Security Council, and 
“take all possible actions to bring the genoci-
de to an end.”

Reported by Gulchehra Hoja for RFA’s Uyg-
hur Service. Translated by the Uyghur Servi-

While Jelilova initially spent a period of time 
in Kazakhstan after leaving China, she eventu-
ally fled her home country for Turkey because 
she felt that Beijing’s influence over Nur-Sul-
tan made it unsafe for her to speak out about 
abuses in East Turkistan. After spending a pe-
riod in Turkey, she moved to France in Octo-
ber 2020 and is now seeking asylum.
In February, she and several other women 
who have given testimony about their expe-
riences as former detainees in East Turkis-
tan’s camp system were the target of a smear 
campaign by Chinese state media as part of a 
bid to undermine their credibility.
Jelilova was among four people recognized 
by Justice for All as Heroes of the Year. Her 
fellow recipients include James McGovern, a 
U.S. Representative for Massachusetts who 
has long advocated for the human rights of 
Uyghurs; former U.S. Ambassador for Reli-
gious Freedom Sam Brownback, for his sup-
port of the Muslim Rohingyas in Myanmar; 
and Ather Zia, a Kashmiri anthropologist 
and professor, for her June 2019 book titled 
“Resisting Disappearances: Military Occu-

Tension between China and Turkey, with 
Beijing protesting the refusal to hand over 
AbuQadir Yapchan the Chinese authorities 
accuse Abu Kadir on false charges of plan-
ning and carrying out terrorist acts. A court in 
Turkey cited the lack of reliable evidence and 
released the Uyghur activist.

China urges Turkey to reverse
its decision regarding 
AbuQadir Yapchan
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An Uyghur woman, 
detained by the Chi-
nese authorities for 
almost a year and a 
half in East Turkistan 
as part of China’s cra-
ckdown, agreed to be 
interviewed by The 
Sankei Shimbun in 
France, where she is 
a refugee. 
“The women’s scre-
ams echoed throu-
ghout the camp ce-
aselessly,” she told 
Sankei. 
Her testimony expo-
ses the torture faced 
by the Uyghur mi-
nority and the har-
rowing truth behind 

An Ethnic Uyghur demonstrator wearing a protective face mask to 
prevent the spread of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19), takes 

part in a gathering on the occasion of International Women’s Day 
to protest China’s treatment of Uyghurs,in Istanbul, Turkey

March 8, 2021. REUTERS/Murad Sezer

Uyghur Refugee Tells of 
Torture, Rape, Brainwashing
in Chinese Internment Camp

By Mina Mitsui, April 12, 2021

A victim’s account of inhumane experiments on an estima-
ted 1.8 million Uyghurs in East Turkistan paints a picture 

reminiscent of Nazi genocide.
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Gulbahar Jalilova

China’s “re-education” program that aims 
to coerce loyalty to the Chinese Communist 
Party.
Our interviewee is Gulbahar Jalilova, 56, a 
Kazakh trader. In May 2017, she was deta-
ined by Chinese authorities on suspicion of 
aiding terrorism during her visit to Urumqi, 
the capital of East Turkistan. She was held 
until September 2018 at a Uyghur women’s 
camp, where detainees were repeatedly in-
terrogated and tortured, some having their 
nails torn off.
Ms. Jalilova recounted how the women were 
forced by the male officers to strip without 
warning. “We were humiliated and made to 
feel ashamed about our body as Muslims,” 
she said bitterly. Some detainees were given 
injections and unknown drugs without exp-
lanation, stopping the cycle of periods for 
some women. 

Restrained with Handcuffs, Legcuffs, and 
Chains
Ms. Jalilova had been traveling to Urumqi for 
over 20 years from Kazakhstan, which is adja-
cent to East Turkistan, for work. In May 2017, 
after spending a night at her usual hotel, she 
was suddenly detained by three police offi-
cers who confiscated her passport and mobi-
le phone. She was taken to the police station, 
where she was forced to “confess” that she 
had “aided terrorism” by transferring money 
worth 200,000 JPY ($1,800 USD). When she 
insisted that there was a misunderstanding 
and asked for a lawyer, the police beat her 
and took her to “Sankan,” an old internment 
camp.
Once Ms. Jalilova arrived at the camp, she 
was forced to strip and provide a urine 
sample for testing. They gave her a “uni-
form” that consisted of a yellow second-
hand jacket and trousers. She was unable 
to move freely because they had used han-

dcuffs, legcuffs, and chains to restrain her. 
The legcuffs weighed nearly five kilograms. 
About 40 women were crammed into one 
7-meter by 3-meter cell, which was fitted 
with a speaker and surveillance camera. 
More than half of the women were in their 
twenties or younger. All of their heads had 
been shaven.
They had no beds to sleep on, and the lack 
of space meant they had to take turns slee-
ping at night. Half of them stood up for two 
hours while the other half slept. They had to 
endure winter in Urumqi — which can get as 
cold as -5 degrees Celsius — without blan-
kets.
All conversation and Islamic prayer were 
strictly prohibited. Detainees were shouted 
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at to stop praying if they were caught sitting 
cross-legged on camera. 
They were given three meals per day, con-
sisting of soup, water, and a small piece of 
bread. The soup contained wheat noodles in 
the morning and Chinese cabbage or cucum-
ber in the afternoon and evening. Detainees 
were forced to sing praises of the Chinese 
Communist Party before each meal. 

Traumatized by Torture
Interrogation was the women’s greatest fear. 
Detainees were summoned individually th-
rough the speaker, then taken away to ano-
ther room by an officer who covered their 
heads with a black hood. Some women were 
not returned to their cell for more than two 
days. Those who were returned came back 
dazed and traumatized by their ordeal. 
“Some women were tortured during the in-
terrogation by having their nails torn off,” 
Ms. Jalilova said. Some came back with 
puncture wounds caused by a needle.
Ms. Jalilova was first interrogated three 
months into her detention. From 8 P.M. to 9 
A.M. the next morning, she was bound to a 
chair with a steel ring, forced to sign a con-
fession admitting the charges, and beaten 
and tortured with a stun gun when she refu-
sed. She lost consciousness several times.
The mental health of some of the women in 
her cell deteriorated. Ms. Jalilova would ne-
ver forget seeing a woman rubbing her face 
with her own feces, muttering, “I will become 
a man.” 
“I think she thought she was giving herself a 
beard. She may have been sexually assaul-
ted,” speculated Ms. Jalilova.
Another woman slammed her head against 
a concrete wall repeatedly in an attempt to 
commit suicide. She was caught on camera 
and taken away. The woman never returned.

Brainwashing and Humiliation
Every Friday afternoon was “education” time, 
during which they were shown a 20-minute 
video praising President Xi Jinping and a vi-
deo of new railways and roads in Xinjiang, 
while the officers explained the “wonderful-
ness” of the Belt and Road economic deve-
lopment initiative. At the end of the session, 
they were given a piece of paper and pencil 
for their homework titled “My Gratitude to 
the Supreme Leader for Saving Us from Po-
verty,” in which they also had to express sel-
f-criticism for “biting the hand that feeds us.”
If the essay was not completed by Monday 
morning, food was taken away as punish-
ment, or the detainee was imprisoned in the 
“punishment room” a small, two-meter-squ-
are room that had a wooden box with a hole 
for a toilet and no windows.

Certificate showing Uyghur refugee was in 
Chinese internment camp. She tells of her 

experience surviving torture, rape and bra-
inwashing in Chinese internment camp.
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Sometimes a group of about 10 officers 
came to her cell and ordered the women to 
strip, put their hands on their heads, and 
bow three times. During the interrogation, 
Ms. Jalilova was attacked by a young police 
officer who had taken his pants off. 
When she pleaded, “You also have a mother. 
How could you do this?” The officer replied, 
“You are a beast. You have no family.”
A Mysterious Drug Injected Every 10 Days
Every 10 days, the officers pulled the wo-
men’s arms through the door of the cell and 
injected them with a mysterious drug. The 
women received no explanation and felt dizzy 
afterward. They were then forced to swallow 
a pill. Nearly 60% of the women in the camp 
were in their twenties or younger, but many 
of them stopped having their periods after 
the injection. Ms. Jalilova was one of them.
In September 2018, she was suddenly relea-
sed after receiving a physical examination at 
the hospital. Her weight had dropped from 65 
kg to 45 kg. They gave her nearly 20 tablets 
and checked inside her mouth to see if she 
had swallowed them. Her leg cuffs had rusted 
after nearly a year and a half and could only 
be removed using pliers.
Before she returned home, a police officer 
warned her to keep silent about her time at 
the camp because she would still be under 
surveillance outside the country. He told her 
that revealing anything about her time in the 
camp would have bad consequences for her 
family. After returning to Kazakhstan, she re-
lied on her relatives to travel to Turkey first 

and then to France, where she applied for po-
litical asylum. 

The Crackdown on Uyghurs
Under the pretense of preventing terrorism, 
Chinese authorities are accused of detaining 
and forcing sterilization and labor on the Uy-
ghurs and other Muslim minorities in East 
Turkistan. 
In January 2021, the former U.S. Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo officially declared that 
China’s treatment of Uyghurs was “genoci-
de.” 
In April 2014, there was a bombing incident 
in the Urumqi railway station in Xinjiang. Du-
ring a key meeting the following month, Pre-
sident Xi called for “decisive actions against 
terrorist attacks.” When Western media qu-
estioned China about the internment camps, 
Chinese authorities legally formalized their 
existence under the label “vocational educa-
tion and training centers” in October 2018. 
In its 2020 Annual Report, released in January 
2021, the Congressional-Executive Commissi-
on on China (CECC), a U.S. bipartisan agency 
that monitors human rights issues in China, 
reported that a total of up to 1.8 million pe-
ople may have been detained in these camps. 
In February 2021, the BBC reported the testi-
mony of a Uyghur woman who allegedly suf-
fered systematic sexual assault in one of the 
camps. In January, a spokesperson for East 
Turkistan said that vocational training ended 
in October 2019.
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On April 13, A campaign in Turkey to release the famous Uyghur acade-
mic, writer, and editor ′′ Yalqun Rozi ′′ from Chinese detention!

The cross-party mem-
bers of the US Sena-
te Forigner Relations 
Committee introduced 
the latest bill to speed 
up the process for Uy-
ghurs who have been 
persecuted by the Chi-
nese government to 
apply for asylum.
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A still from the 2021 Chinese propaganda musical “The Wings of Songs
” The State Council Information Office of the People’s Republic of China

Uyghurs Banned From Fasting!

#Uyghur Muslims Are Facing Full #Ramadan Ban For 5th Consecutive Year
Before - Uyghurs waiting to break their fast in Ramadan
After - #Uyghurs forced to drink alcohol during Ramadan
2021 - #Islam Banned
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Uyghur intellectual, literary critic, and writer Yalqun Rozi who was senten-
ced to 15 years in prison by the Chinese regime


